
 
 

Riverstone Scheduled Lands  
Precinct A (Stages 1-3)  
Information Sheet: Remediation 
In the Riverstone Scheduled Lands, landowners are responsible for 
funding the remediation costs of their land.  
 
Remediation is the cleaning up of material (contaminants) in a new subdivision required for a 
development approval. The cost of remediation is the responsibility of the landowner.  
 
Site investigations 
UrbanGrowth NSW has commissioned environmental consultants (JBS & G) to undertake 
preliminary investigations to identify contaminants on site in Precinct A (Stages 1-3). These 
studies provide options for remediation and associated costs estimates.  
 
The preliminary investigation involves ‘desktop’ studies to understand historical uses of the land, 
and site inspections to identify existing structures and potential contaminants on site. Soil 
samples were taken from each landholding and analysed.   
 
The JBS & G report shows that Precinct A Stages (1-3) has widespread low to medium level 
contamination from lead and PAH (oils), asbestos and stockpiles of various materials. 
 
What is involved in remediation works? 
Council approval for remediation is required. This will be undertaken through the preparation of a 
Remediation Action Plan (RAP) which would form part of the development application for the 
subdivision.  
 
The RAP contains the relevant material from the JBS & G report, identifies the appropriate 
remediation method(s) to be used, and the testing required to confirm that acceptable levels 
have been achieved for the intended land use (i.e. residential). 
 
A number of clean up options that are commonly used on residential developments where a 
single developer manages all aspects of the remediation work are available.  
 
These potential options include: 

 the disposal of contaminated soil to a licensed landfill  

 mixing topsoil to further reduce low concentrations of contaminants   

the burial of contaminated soil under new footpaths within acceptable levels A combination of 
these methods is likely and will be confirmed in the RAP. 
 
 



 
 

Remediation costs 
The outcome of the site investigations undertaken by JBS & G have been used as the basis for 
the preliminary estimate of remediation costs for each landholding. This estimate is included in 
the landowner contribution sheet in their VCA. It is important to remember that this estimate of 
costs is NOT fixed and may change.  
 
Further investigation is typically undertaken during construction and will quantify the actual 
remediation and costs required. This may result in increases or reductions to the estimate of 
remediation costs provided initially to the landowners. In particular, the remediation costs will 
increase if previously undetected contamination is found during construction.  
 
Can landowners do their own remediation? 
UrbanGrowth NSW is proposing to coordinate the remediation works on a whole of project 
approach, on behalf of the landowners to reduce costs. However, landowners are also able to 
clean up their own land. UrbanGrowth NSW emphasizes that this needs to be done carefully as 
substances known to be dangerous to human health are present e.g. asbestos. JBS & G have  
prepared guidelines to assist landowners should they choose to remediate land themselves.    
 
The JBS & G report and the guidelines for landowners will be made available on the website.  
 

Contact us for more information: 
Phone: 1800 238 321 
Email: riverstone@urbangrowth.nsw.gov.au 
Visit: www.urbangrowthnsw.com.au/riverstone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Version current as at June 2014. Subject to minor changes, such as minor drafting amendments or changes to the 
plan of subdivision plan or associated costs, due to external or unknown factors. Landowners and interested people 
must make and rely on their own personal, legal, financial and other advice. 
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