
Sydney aims for the top at the Summit
Robert Harley

The Bays Precinct in Sydney should be
planned to "best suppor t
Sydney's ambitions as a globally
competitive city".

At least that is the view of one global
planning expert, Joe Berridge, a partner
in the Toronto-based Urban Strategies.

Mr Berridge was a keynote speaker
the The Bays Precinct International
Summit in Sydney yesterday.

The Summit, addressed by more
than 80 international and local experts,
aims to generate the ideas, and the long-
term collaboration, to drive the trans-
formation of The Bays Precinct by
Urban Growth NSW.

In reality it is a collection of six pre-
cincts, including 80 ha of government
land from White Bay to Blackwattle
Bay, and adjoining 90 ha of Sydney Har-
bour, just to west of CBD.

And living around The Bays are
some of the most politicised residents

in the country with a view of what
should happen to land adjoining
their community.

"Where is the community voice on
the expert panel," asked one attendee.

UrbanGrowth chairman, John
Brogden, said the summit was the "tip
of the iceberg of consultation."

On Tuesday, Treasurer Andrew
Constance said the site could be devel-
oped to around 16,000 dwellings.

The number was quickly dismissed
by the Planning Minister, Pru Goward,
and Urban Growth chief executive,
David Pitchford.

"Housing will be part of the mix but
there are no pre-determined targets,"
Mr Pitchford said.

But as the attendees filed into the
Australian Technology Park on
Wednesday morning they received a
flyer from local member Jamie Parker.

It drew attention to the difference
between "blank page "planning and the
target for housing.

"Is it any wonder that the people of
NSW have lost faith in this state's plan-
ning process and are concerned about
the government's new real estate agent,
UrbanGrowth NSW," Mr Parker asked.

Mr Berridge told the 300 attendees

that Sydney was an "Alpha City" ranked
number 10 in the world; strong on life-
style but much weaker on the rankings
for connectivity, universities and
finance. "You are an Alpha City but it is
going to be tough to stay there in com-
ing decades," he said.

He suggested that the transforma-
tion of The Bays should focus more on
investment - on creating jobs or univer-
sity places - than on consumption - like
building houses.

And that needs good mass transit
One local expert, Curtin University's

Professor of Sustainability, Peter New-
man, stressed the need for a Metro
Extension - as well as suggesting the
creation of a White Bay Renewable
Energy Precinct
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