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Sydney's next major waterfront trans-
formation, The Bays Precinct, must
be handled very differently to the last,
says City of Sydney lord mayor Clover
Moore.

The last project, Barangaroo, was
"urban renewal promoted by money,
power and politics" she told The Bays
International Summit on Thursday.

"The project started well with an
international competition.

"But the plan was abandoned, floor
space has kept on increasing... any
pretence of effective public consulta-
tion has been abandoned and a last-
minute casino is being proposed on
land that had been earmarked for
parkland."

Cr Moore said that overall, govern-
ment-sponsored urban renewal on

public land did not have a good record
in Sydney but she hopes for a good
outcome on The Bays.

Her council now has a memoran-
dum of understanding with Urban-
Growth NSW outlining the principles
for planning renewal.

"The vision must be long-term and
embody "non-negotiables". These
include sustainability, design excel-
lence, public access to the entire fore-
shore, social mix, and no new
overshadowing of important public
domain," she said.

"Finally, the commitment to actu-
ally deliver the agreed plan must be
assured so that the community can
regain faith in the planning process.."

She said the Bays Precinct publicly-
owned land and its development
must bring clear public benefits.

"Decisions need to be open and

transparent, with proper planning
processes and design excellence as
key elements," she said.

"Sustainability has to be a funda-
mental part of any plan. In the 21st
century, it is not acceptable to rede-
velop large parts of our city based on
power from the coal-fired grid.

"The plan needs to recognise the
maritime and industrial heritage of
the area; it needs an integrated trans-
port strategy; and it needs a diverse
range of housing, with affordable
housing and homes for students.

"This new precinct could substan-
tially boost the economic life of the
city and the State," she said. "It could
provide new space for our universi-
ties, be a hub for sustainable research
and development, and allow for the
expansion of start-ups and creative
industries.
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