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an opportunity for vineyard-
riverstone landowners
Welcome to a brand new newsletter 
from Landcom about the future 
development of the Vineyard-
Riverstone Scheduled Lands. 

The Scheduled Lands include 
approximately 3,600 narrow lots. There 
are over 500 different landowner group 
names on the titles of the lots. New 
roads, water, sewer and power are 
needed if the area is to be developed 
to contemporary urban standards. 

Landcom is a Government agency that 
is highly experienced in developing 
land in Western Sydney. 

Landcom is working with the local 
landowners group, Vineyard Riverstone 
Marsden Park Developments Inc 
(VRMPD), to identify a model that 
will help landowners to develop the 
Scheduled Lands in accordance with 
the NSW Government’s Structure Plan 
for the North West Growth Centre.

This is the first in what will be a series 
of newsletters to keep you informed of 
our work and to encourage you to join 
us in helping to make the development 
of the Scheduled Lands successful.

About the project
The highly fragmented land ownership 
pattern at the Scheduled Lands 
presents a number of challenges to 
development. Often when such a large 
area is developed, the developer owns 
all of the land and makes significant 
upfront investments in all of the things 
needed to service a new urban area 
like roads, water, power and sewers. 
Capital works of this kind incur 
significant upfront expense and require 
a great deal of coordination.

Landcom has been working closely 
with VRMPD to identify a way for 
landowners without access to the large 
sums of money normally needed to 
pay for these works to develop their 
land. We have developed a model that 

enables landowners to pay for these 
works with part of their land, as an 
alternative to an upfront payment. 

All landowners will be able to 
participate in the development model 
which has the potential to enable 
effective, co-ordinated and viable 
development of the Scheduled Lands. 

Landcom has sought the views of 
landowners on the model and used 
their feedback to help refine it. 
Landcom presented an updated 
version of the model at the VRMPD 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in 
March 2008. 

Landcom is committed to working 
with landowners to identify a viable 
way forward for the Scheduled Lands. 
We are currently planning a period 
of further consultation to identify 
issues and gather more feedback from 
landowners regarding our model.

The next steps
Over the coming weeks Landcom will 
be offering landowners the opportunity 
to meet with Landcom representatives. 
We want to find out more about the 
aims and aspirations that you have  
for your land. We also want to explain  
how the development model can  
work for you.



what’s new
VRMPD Annual  
General Meeting
Landcom provided an update on its work  
to a packed VRMPD AGM at Riverstone 
High School on 9 March 2008.

The meeting was attended by about  
200 landowners, representatives from 
Blacktown City Council, the Growth  
Centres Commission and local State  
and Federal Members of Parliament.

Landcom’s presentation was well received 
by those who attended and Landcom looks 
forward to continuing its close working 
relationship with VRMPD.

Communications with  
Landowners
Landcom is committed to consulting as 
many landowners as possible to inform  
the further development of the model.  
We have engaged community engagement 
specialists Elton Consulting to help us 
inform landowners about the model and 
provide an opportunity for landowners to 
give us feedback.

You can get information on the project or 
provide feedback by visiting our project 
website – www.riverstonelands.com.au  
or calling our telephone information line  
on 1800 238 321.

What We’ve Heard
Towards the end of 2007 Landcom sent a 
letter to owners. It provided information on 
the model and included a survey intended 
to give Landcom a better understanding of 
how landowners feel about the potential 
development of their land.

About 50% of landowners have responded 
to the survey of which 85% have indicated  
a willingness to work with Landcom. 

VRMPD Annual General Meeting

contact us 
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. 
We will keep you regularly informed on the progress  
of our work.

If you would like to comment on our work or  
request additional information please call the  
Vineyard-Riverstone Scheduled Lands contact line  
on 1800 238 321 or e-mail the Riverstone Team at  
riverstone@landcom.nsw.gov.au

If you have not received a survey you 
can complete one, on-line, at the project 
website or call the information line and  
we’ll send one out to you. Please contact  
us to let us know your views.

The Role of the Growth  
Centres Commission
A number of landowners have asked how 
Landcom is related to the Growth Centres 
Commission (GCC). Landcom is a separate 
body from the GCC.

GCC is a Government body which has the 
role of ensuring that the development of 
the North-West and South-West Growth 
Centres proceeds with infrastructure and 
services planned, funded and linked to 
the sequence of land release. GCC is 
responsible for the rezoning of land in  
the Growth Centre. 

But rezoning alone will not resolve all 
of the issues associated with enabling 
the Scheduled Lands to be developed. 
Landcom is trying to help the 500+ different 
landowners of the Scheduled Lands find a 
way to work together to co-ordinate viable 
development of the area. Without the 
managed delivery of services such as roads 
and sewerage there is a risk that the rest of 
the Riverstone precinct may be developed 
excluding the Scheduled Lands.


